What are the latest reporting developments under the Convention?
At the climate change conferences in Cancun, in 2010, and Durban, in 2011, Parties took steps to improve the system of
reporting and verification under the UNFCCC. They decided to enhance reporting for all countries and to conduct international
assessment and review (IAR) of information in biennial reports (BRs) from developed countries and international consultation
and analysis (ICA) of biennial update reports (BURs) from developing countries.
This marked a major change from the existing reporting and review system, particularly for developing countries, because
information from these countries has largely been reported on an infrequent basis and has not been reviewed. Establishing a
system that combines improved reporting with some form of international verification process could improve the quality of
information available internationally and increase confidence in the integrity of the information reported. This would help to build
trust between countries and potentially also increase the level of ambition of mitigation actions.
International assessment and review
The IAR process aims to promote the comparability of efforts among all developed country Parties with regard to their quantified
economy-wide emission limitation and reduction targets. Parties adopted detailed guidelines for the preparation of BRs and
modalities and procedures for IAR. The process includes two steps: a technical review of BRs, where relevant, in conjunction
with a review of annual GHG inventories and NCs of developed country Parties, which will result in an individual review report
for each developed country Party; and a multilateral assessment of developed country Parties’ progress in implementation. The
multilateral assessment will be conducted under a working group session of the SBI for each developed country Party, with the
participation of all Parties. The Party under review may make a brief oral presentation, followed by oral questions from other
Parties and responses by the Party under review.
International consultation and analysis
The ICA process aims to increase the transparency of mitigation actions and their effects. It includes a technical analysis
conducted by a team of technical experts and a facilitative sharing of views in the form of a workshop, where Parties will
exchange information and experiences on the BURs and the summary reports.
Biennial assessment and overview of financial flows
This relatively new reporting process focuses on climate finance. The Standing Committee on Finance (SCF), established in
2010, aims to assist the COP in guiding the financial mechanism and in improving transparency in terms of measurement,
reporting and verification of support. A key activity is the preparation of a biennial assessment and overview of climate finance
flows. The SCF has established a dedicated working group for these reports, which will also work between the COP and CMP
sessions and serve as liaison between the SCF and external stakeholders, with whom the SCF engages in extensive outreach
activities. This aspect of the work of the SCF is strongly linked with the work of other bodies, most notably the SBI and the
SBSTA. Close cooperation and liaison with all stakeholders involved will be essential for the work of the SCF on the biennial
assessments and overview of climate finance flows.

